	The State Board of Education and I would like to take this opportunity to wish you much success in the
2010-2011 school year. We appreciate all that you do each and every school day to provide a positive
learning environment for all of Michigan’s children.

Research demonstrates that the quality of the teacher is the most important in-school factor that explains
student achievement. We would like your help in identifying excellence in teaching. The programs are:
     • Michigan Teacher of the Year (www.michigan.gov/mtoy)
     • Talent Pool Recommendation (www.michigan.gov/talentpool)
     • Presidential Awards for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching (www.paemst.org)


We would also appreciate it if you could link the Department Recognition Programs to your website using
www.michigan.gov/trp. 

Questions regarding these programs may be directed to Ms. Jean M. Shane at
shanej@michigan.gov.
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